
Financial Obligations

• Entire cost of the reception including
food, wedding cake, beverages, fl owers, 
decorations, music, and gratuities for the 
bartenders and waiters.

• Entire cost of the ceremony including
rental of sanctuary, chapel or other
facility, organist, soloist and sexton fees,
aisle carpets, huppah, altar fl owers
and pew markers, and any additional 
decorating costs.

• Wedding gift for newlyweds.
• Bride’s wedding attire and trousseau.
• Invitations, announcements, and postage.
• Engagement and wedding photographs.
• Bridesmaids’ bouquets.
• Transportation for bridal party to

ceremony and reception.
• Wedding Consultant
• Welcome party for out-of-town guests.

• Their wedding attire.
• Wedding gift for the newlyweds.
• Rehearsal dinner.
• Their travel expenses and hotel bills.
• Shipment of wedding gifts to the    
   bridal couple’s new home.
• There are many other expenses they may   
   wish to assume which are optional.

• Wedding gift for the groom.
• Wedding ring for the groom.
• Gifts for the bride’s attendants.
• Personal stationery.
• Lodging for her out-of-town attendants 
   (optional)
• Bridesmaid’ luncheon
• Gift for parents.

• Wedding attire selected by the bride.
• Travel expenses and lodging.
• Parties for the bride and groom.
• Wedding gift for the couple.

• Wedding gift for the bride.
• Bride’s engagement and wedding rings.
• Marriage license.
• Gifts for best man, groomsmen, and     
   ushers.
• Bridal bouquet and going-away corsage.
• Boutonnieres for all men in wedding party.
• Mothers’ and Grandmothers’ corsages.
• Gloves, ties, or ascots for men in wedding party.
• Lodging for out-of-town attendants (optional)
• Fee for clergy or judge.
• Honeymoon.
• Bachelor’s dinner (optional).
• Gift for parents.

Bride’s Family Groom’s Family

Bride

Attendants and Ushers

Groom

Tradition...a weighty word. In terms of wedding expenses, it once dictated 
that the bride’s family handled all the nuptial expenses. The changing scheme of 
society has made it possible for some ironclad traditions to loosen their grip a bit, 
and that certainly includes wedding costs.  Probably the most useful approach for 
you, your groom, and your respective families to consider when you draw up the 
wedding budget is to be communicative, realistic, and courteous. If your family is 
unable to bear the traditional bridal bill, talk with the groom’s parents. They may 
be willing to assume a portion of the fi nancial responsibility. There are probably 
some expense that you and your groom can pay, thus taking some pressure off your 
families. Following is the traditional division of nuptial expenses. However, there 
are times when tradition bows to practicality. The question of who pays for what 
really boils down to who is most willing and able.



Your Budget

• Wedding attire selected by the bride.
• Travel expenses and lodging.
• Parties for the bride and groom.
• Wedding gift for the couple.

Bridal Gown
Headpiece/veil
Alterations
Shoes
Undergarments
Jewelry
Accessories
Trousseau

Brides Wedding Attire ESTIMATED      YOUR COST

ESTIMATED      YOUR COST

ESTIMATED      YOUR COST

ESTIMATED      YOUR COST

Mother of the Bride’s Attire
Mother of the Groom’s attire
Bride’s Attendant’s Apparel
Groom’s Attendant’s Apparel

Other Attire

Groom’s Tuxedo/Shoes/Accessories
Father of the Bride’s Attire
Father of the Groom’s Attire

Formal Attire

Church/Ceremony Site
Offi ciant
Organist Musicians/Soloist
Marriage License
Aisle Runner
CandlesTent/Chuppah

Ceremony

The following information and worksheets are designed to help you anticipate 
the expenses associated with planning your wedding. To establish a budget fi rst is 
very important to avoid disappointments and disagreements. One thing everyone 
agrees on is that the reception is the single largest expense - and can be controlled 
by the number of guests invited. Remember memorable, personal and very special 
wedding celebrations come in all sizes and budgets.



Site Rental
Caterer/Food
Wedding Cake & Groom’s Cake
Beverages
Favors
Decorations (Other than Flowers)
Rental Supplies
(Linens, China, Tables, Chairs)
Additional Services
(Servers, Bartenders, Valet Parking)
Taxes & Gratuities

Invitations
Announcements
Response Cards
Thank-you Notes
Ceremony Programs
Calligraphy/Addressing
Postage
Printed Napkins
Guest Book & Pen
Other

Engagement Photo
Formal Portrait
Wedding Album & Photos
Parent’s Albums
Extra Prints
Photographer Fee
Other

Ceremony 
Reception
Extra Copies of Video
Other

Ceremony
Alter/Chuppah
Pew Markers

Reception

Stationery

Photography

Videography

Flowers

Bridesmaid Luncheon

ESTIMATED      YOUR COST



Bride’s Bouquet
Bride’s Bouquet Preservation
Attendants Bouquets
Mothers & Grandmothers’ Corsages
Boutonnieres
(Groom, Groomsmen, Father)
Reception 
Cake Table 
Buffet Table 
Head Table(s)
Centerpieces for other tables
Decorating
Helpers/Special Guests
Going Away Corsage
Other

Engagement Ring
Bride’s Wedding Ring
Groom’s Wedding Ring

Site Rental
Food/Caterer
Other

For Bride
For Groom
For Bride’s Attendants
For Groom’s Attendants
For Parents
Other

Transportation
Accommodations
Daily Budget

Ceremony 
Reception

Limousine/Carriage 
Other

Flowers 

Wedding Rings

Rehearsal Dinner

Gift Budget

Honeymoon

Music/Entertainment

Transportation

ESTIMATED      YOUR COST


